
R etreat: òan act or process of with-drawing especially from what is diffi-

cult, dangerous, or disagreeable.ó  WOW.. 

Imagine my shock when reading a Mer-

riam -Webster online definition of the word 

òretreat.ó  é. Withdrawing from what is 

difficult?  Dangerous? Disagreeable?  My 

chosen professional vocation is all about 

retreats é and retreating.  This statement 

made me reflect on these thoughts in 

terms of hosting guests and 

events that are coming to us 

to withdraw from difficult 

situations. I am much more 

comfortable with the third 

definition offered ñóa period 

of group withdrawal for 

prayer, meditation, study, or instruction.ó  

Now thatõs what I thought we were about!  

As I pondered however a little more about 

that first definition I came to the realiza-

tion that maybe we 

should  be more about 

offering a place (i. e. re-

treat) where guests can 

get away from difficul-

ties or dangerous situations.  Mt. Morris of-

fers so many amenities and features that do 

allow it to be a place of respite, or a place 

where our hundreds of visitors can reflect on 

those things in life that are not pleasant.  Mt. 

Morris offers mid ñweek òpersonal 

retreatsó that allow individuals or 

small groups of individuals to come 

for a retreat without adherence to 

m i n i m u m  l o d g i n g  c h a r g e s 

(TuesdayñThursday).  Give us a 

call if youõd like to discuss a per-

sonal retreaté. And allow yourself a place to 

relaxé renewé reinvigorateé and possibly 

even spend time away from difficult times or 

situations.   

The Value of Retreating - Joel Jarvis, Executive Director  

Christmas Cookie Weekend, 2008 

S mells of fresh cookies baking greet you 

during Mt. Morrisõ 4th Annual Christmas 

Cookie Baking Weekend December 12 ñ13.  

The event begins Friday evening and ends late 

afternoon on Saturday.  Mt. Morris provides 

Saturday breakfast and lunché and lots and 

lots of cookies are sampled.  If youõd like the 

opportunity to prepare your cookies this holi-

day season in the company of others sharing in 

fellowship, Christmas music, and good cheer, 

sign up for this yearõs event.  You can get more 

information and 

a registration 

form by going to 

w w w . m t -

morris.org, or 

call the Center 

office.  The cost 

is $69 which includes one nightõs lodging; 2 

meals; and most cookie staple ingredients.  

Joy Witkowski and Sandi Jarvis coordinate 

this event.   
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Mission & Ministry ConferenceñOct. 24ñ26, 2008 

T he greatest gift of summer camp 

programs is the impression made 

on campers.  Below are excerpts from 

two camper letters received at Mt. Mor-

ris this summer:  

òThis year I went to camp at Mt. Morris.  

We get to go in cabins with our friends 

and meet new friends.  We also have 

counselors in our cabin.  I had nice 

counselors.  We had small groups tooñ

that was fun!  We played tag, we played 

with water balloons, we went on a 

wagon ride and we played a game 

called Bump.  There was a creek so half 

of us played soccer and the other half 

did the creek walk.  The creek walk was 

fun.  I love camp!ó 

- Juliana Behme, Age 9 ñJr. Conference Camp 

òI myself love Mt. Morris.  It is fun, excit-

ing and full or surprises.  Plus, we get to 

learn about God, Jesus, and their King-

dom.  You also get to learn a lot about the 

outdoors.  There is carpet ball (really fun) 

the creek walk, soccer, rope walking, cap-

ture the flag, find the counselor and more.  

Oh, we canõt forget the 

pool.  You can choose 

the top or bottom 

bunk in your cabin.  I 

like the bottom but if 

the top is left, Iõll 

gladly take it.  My 

favorite game is car-

petball.  Itõs really 

simple actually.  Just set out your 4 pool 

balls on the table;  then one of you (you 

or the other player) rolls the smaller 

ball.  Whoever gets the other oneõs balls 

in first wins, then plays again against 

another person.  Well, I think I have 

said enough.  Let the rest be a sur-

priseé Have fun!ó 

From Maggie Behme, Age 11 

their e -mail address.  If youõd like 

to begin receiving this quick 

monthly read, just e -mail us, or call 

with your e -mail address.  Youõll 

enjoy the opportunity to keep up 

with news and events at Mt. Mor-

ris.   Mt. Morris via E -mail:  

mtmorriscamp@centurytel.net   

 

Please note Food Service Direc-
tor/Executive Assistant Joy  

Witkowskiõs NEW E-mail address:  

joyinthekitchen@gmail.com  

computer has an installed wireless 

cardñyouõll be able to access the 

world of òcyber spaceó in Arrowhead 

Center.   

Mt. Morris has 

also recently be-

gun the distribu-

tion of a monthly 

E-Newsletter to 

those hundreds 

of guests, pas-

tors, and friends who have given us 

M any guests of Mt. Morris 

Camp & Conference Center 

have the need to stay connected to 

access email for business or per-

sonal.  We also host a number of 

business and educational organiza-

tions that desire a need to òstay 

connected!ó  Voila!  A Netgear Wire-

less Router was recently installed 

in the office allowing laptop com-

puter users to access their mail or 

the Internet wirelessly!  If your 

 Wireless Internet in Arrowhead Center  

Visit the Mt. Morris Website to 

learn more about us:  

www.mt -morris.org  

Excerpts from Camper Lettersé.  
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 GIFT CERTIFICATES  

AVAILABLE  

Please call the Mt. Morris office if youõd 

like to purchase a Gift Certificate for use 

at our Gift Shop or towards an upcoming 

group retreat or as a Family or Individ-

ual Retreat.  This is a great way to share 

your ap-

preciation 

to your 

p a s t o r , 

friend, or 

a family 

member.  

and the event closes with worship to 

end by 11:00 am Sunday, Oct. 26.  

 

Contact Pam Streich (E -mai l : 

Pam.Streich@lakemills.k12.wi.us) for 

r e g i s t r a t i o n 

information. A 

brochure can be 

sent with lodging, 

meal, and other 

information. Pamõs 

phone number is 

920.648.1162 

 

T his conference is designed as a 

family event ð with programs of-

fered for all ages. Bishop Sam Gray 

and many others will explore the vari-

ety of world wide missions work. The 

conference is intended to be a òfamily 

friendlyó event. Activities and supervi-

sion will be available throughout the 

weekend to allow all age groups to at-

tend breakout sessions of interest. 

Family Activities also will be organ-

ized. Join us for an exciting weekend of 

fun, food, music, fellowship, and learn-

ing nestled at beautiful Mt. Morris, WI. 

Registration begins at 4:00 pm Friday, 



T he Lake Auburn Moravian Church, Victoria, Minne-

sota enjoyed their 4th church retreat at Mt. Morris 

over Labor Day 

Weekend. The 

weekend provided 

w o n d e r f u l 

weather for fel-

lowship, recrea-

tion, good food, 

and enjoy a ser-

vice project to 

help Mt. Morris 

with some picnic 

table painting! If 

you'd like to have a church or business retreat, family re-

union or celebration, or other event - please contact the 

Mt. Morris office for information. You can see a musical 

and video Picture Tour by visiting the Mt. Morris home 

website.  

M t. Morris is now publishing a monthly E -Newsletter to all 

those friends who we have an e -mail address for.  That list 

grows daily!  If youõd like to begin receiving this wonderful, òquick-

readó newsletter, e-mail us YOUR e -mail address.  Ourõs is 

mtmorriscamp@centurytel.net  

If you are having an upcoming retreat, celebra-

tion, or other event at Mt. Morris we would be 

more than happy to profile your event ñas a way 

to generate additional participants, or as a way to 

just òshare the storyó of how people utilize the 

Center.  Thanks for allowing us to help YOU with your upcoming 

program.  Note we can also include pictures!  You can also sign 

up to receive our E -Newsletter by visiting our website 

www.mt -morris.org.   

 

 

 

burn Village in Chaska and Auburn 

Home in Waconia. He enjoys monthly 

poetry reading and storytelling gigs at 

the Mocha Monkey Coffee Shop in Wa-

conia. òBeyond Timeó is available for 

purchase from the Mt. Morris Gift 

Shop. Call Nancy to order your copy. He 

can be contacted via email at 

larry.poetry@yahoo.com  and through 

his publisher on the internet at 

www.northstarpress.com   
$10.00/Copy; Plus $3/Copy S/H  

Ask about multi -copy discounts 

canoe country places and experiences 

through the past thirty -five years. 

Some are more general and philosophi-

cal in nature, and transcend geography 

in search of relaxing and renewing 

places on the inner landscape of hu-

m a n i t y . 

Christianson 

is a poet and 

pastor -- cur-

rently work-

ing as a chap-

lain at Au-

T he Rev. Larry Christianson, Waco-

nia, MN has written a new book of 

poetry entitled òBeyond Time.. Poems 

Written from North of the Tension 

Line.ó  With a folksy, multi -layered, 

down to earth, and straightforward sim-

plicity, Christianson plays with words, 

images, and metaphors in poetic expres-

sions of the experiences and relation-

ships of life. All for the creative purpose 

of honestly making meaning and keep-

ing memories alive. Most of the poems 

in the collection relate specifically to 

òBeyond Timeó - By Poet (and Mt. Morris Friend, Rev. Larry Christianson)  
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Lake Auburn Moravian Church Retreat 
 Allow Us to Help òAdvertiseó Your Retreat or Program! 

 

Both productions have background mu-

sic and neither has voice narration.  In 

both instances ñthe pictures and songs 

òspeak for themselves.ó   

Please call or e-mail if we can send you 

a copy of either DVD.   

facilities are included and gives one a 

true sense of what the rooms are like, 

etc.  There also are scenes from the 

natural surroundings.   

W e are often asked if we have a 

DVD presentation that can be 

used by groups to promote their upcom-

ing retreats, conferences, or other 

events.  Two new presentations have 

been produced that can be used by 

groups for this purpose.  The first DVD 

is called: òMt Morris In Story & Songó 

which gives an overview of the facilities, 

natural surroundings and lots of people 

enjoying Mt. Morris.  It is approximately 

7 minutes long.  The second DVD is 

shorter in length is geared more towards 

facility introduction.  All the Mt. Morris 

Promotional DVD for Churches and Organizations 

mailto:larry.poetry@yahoo.com
http://www.northstarpress.com/
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C omplete and return this form to purchase your copy of Rev. Paul Grafõs new book òHOMECOMING FOR A WANDERING CAMP MINSTRYó 

Send to:  Mt. Morris CCC; PO Box 676; Wautoma, WI  54982  

Your copy will be sent immediately ñfirst class.  

1ñ2 copies $10.00 Each Plus $1.50 S/H PER BOOK  

3ñ5 copies $9.00 Each Plus $1.50 S/H PER BOOK  
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Credit Card (Please Circle)    
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# _______ _______ _______ _______  Expiration Date ___________________________ 

ORDER FORM: Homecoming For A Wandering Camp Ministry 

Non-Profit Org. 
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Cerebral Palsy of Mideast WI  
 

M t. Morris has hosted for the 
past 4 years Camp Sandy 

Wheels which is a full week camp 
for those chil-
dren and 
adults with 
c e r e b r a l 
palsy.  The 
program is 
traditional in 
the sense of 
offering swimming, campfires, 
crafts, and Olympics.  This program 
could not happen without the sup-
port of the United Way and other 
foundation and gift support.  If you 
would like to help support this in-
credibly worthwhile camp ñplease 
contact Cerebral Palsy of Mideast 
WI.  Your gift would help fund a 
camp experience for a very special 
group of people.   

Lynnae Sievert, Camp Director  
E-mail: cpmideastwi@vbe.com  


